
Pocket Sketching Workshop  

September 7, 8, 9  2019 
 
Three Day Breakdown 

 
Day One:  Technique with the Water Soluble Pen and Landscape.  In the morning 
you will learn the technique for sketching with the water soluble pen, then combine the 
pen with color using watercolors.  This involves advanced watercolor and requires no 
previous experience.  The perspective lessons of contrast and color are included.  In the 
afternoon you will work from photographs (furnished by instructor), in 25 minutes, using 
both previous perspective lessons plus focal point and editing.  This includes the use of 
wax, a la John Singer Sargent’s watercolors. The day ends with a ridiculously easy 
exercise, (which gets great results), just for fun. 
 
 
Day Two:  Still life and People.  In the morning you will begin with a simple still life 
emphasizing color, contrast, focal point and the peculiar characteristics of the water 
soluble pen.  Then you will learn how to edit things in and out of a ‘gathered’ still life.  In 
the afternoon you will learn how easy and fun it is to include the human figure. 
 
 
Day Three:  Plein Air.  The weather may determine if we can work outdoors (Plein Air) 
You will get experience working among strangers, with architecture and with color.  This 
may include a very interesting exercise during lunch.  In case of rain, interiors, 
photographs of fine art (supplied by instructor), and other adaptations may be 
substituted 
 
 
Every exercise is aimed at working on location quickly anywhere fearlessly.  The 
class immediately enters advanced watercolor technique because of the water 
soluble pen. Editing the visual experience, and working amid strangers without 
being bothered are emphasized.  You should leave this workshop able to sketch 
anywhere, quickly and fearlessly.  There is an added benefit for most people of 
entering a meditative state while sketching.  (And there’s no clean-up!) 
 
This workshop includes: 

 Speed, to avoid multiple focal points, excessive detail, ruining freshness. 
Characteristics of the water soluble pen which allows the range of value seen in the work of Ansel 
Adams. 
Being invisible and undisturbed when working in the middle of public places. 
Visual editing, on location, to get the essential quality of what you think you see, (not necessarily 
what is there). 
Your personal view as you choose to see it (not necessarily reality).   
Frequent use of  watercolors of J. S. Sargent. 
Constant, encouraging critique sessions, demonstrations and hands-on help. 
 
Ideal for travel, hiking, strolling, biking, horseback riding, opera, jazz or dance 
performance.  


